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A TRIBUTE TO CHIEF STEVEN 

FOSTER IN RECOGNITION OF HIS 
20 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 10, 2010 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize and 
honor Fire Chief Steven Foster for his 20 
years of service to the Cosumnes Community 
Services District as he now retires. 

The Cosumnes CSD serves an estimated 
169,000 south Sacramento County residents 
in a 157-square mile area. Its award-winning 
parks and recreation services—including the 
operation of 83 CSD parks—operate exclu-
sively within the Elk Grove community. It pro-
vides fire protection and emergency medical 
services for the cities of Elk Grove and Galt 
and unincorporated areas of south Sac-
ramento County. 

Foster, in addition to his duties as 
Cosumnes Fire Chief, has been an officer in 
the California Fire Chiefs Association and has 
been serving as chair of its legislative com-
mittee this year. 

Over the years, Chief Foster became the 
Fire Marshal and ushered in new fire codes. 
Rising to the rank of Deputy Fire Chief, he 
was responsible for the Department budget 
and guided the purchase of numerous prop-
erties for future fire stations, managed the 
construction of Fire Station 72 in Franklin Re-
serve, and renovated and expanded Station 
74 in Laguna. 

Foster is a past President of the Sac-
ramento County Fire Marshals and Fire Chiefs 
Associations. He also has been active in the 
Elk Grove Rotary Club. 

Steven Foster is on the executive board for 
the Sacramento Area Fire Chaplaincy. He is a 
member of the Elk Grove Rotary Club, and is 
a past president for both the Sacramento 
County Fire Chiefs Association and Sac-
ramento County Fire Marshals Association. 

I am pleased to recognize and congratulate 
Steven Foster on his retirement for his dedica-
tion to our community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BUILDON’S 
COMMITMENT TO EMPOWERING 
YOUTH TO BECOME LOCAL AND 
GLOBAL LEADERS IN SERVICE 
TO THEIR COMMUNITIES 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 10, 2010 

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker I rise today 
to recognize the Detroit Area Region chapter 
of buildOn, on the occasion of its 2010 rec-
ognition banquet. buildOn is a national organi-
zation dedicated to empowering youth to serve 
communities locally and globally. As a Mem-
ber of Congress, it is both my honor and privi-
lege to recognize the Detroit Area Region 
chapter of buildOn for its laudable contribu-
tions to my district, our state, and communities 
around the world. 

The Detroit Area buildOn program, formerly 
known as ‘‘Building with Books,’’ began in 
1992 with the establishment of its first chapter 

at Jackson Lumen Christi High School. This 
school was chosen for buildOn’s first program 
because it is the alma mater of Jim 
Ziolkowski, the founder and now President & 
CEO of buildOn. The region has grown over 
the years to host 14 programs in high schools 
across the Detroit metro area, including three 
chapters in my congressional district, trans-
forming the lives of over two hundred students 
a year. The students of buildOn make a posi-
tive difference in our community and in the 
lives of people around the world. 

This year, buildOn’s students in the Detroit 
Area have committed to over twenty thousand 
hours of community service and raised over 
$42,000 to build schools in developing na-
tions. In fact, since the inception of the pro-
gram in the Detroit Area, buildOn students 
have volunteered over one hundred and six-
teen thousand hours and raised over 
$147,000 for charitable causes. buildOn stu-
dents volunteer across the metro area for or-
ganizations including the Detroit Veterans 
Center, the Detroit Zoo, Gleaners Food Bank, 
Boys and Girls Clubs, the Baldwin Center, and 
a host of other deserving charities. In addition 
to local volunteerism, the members of buildOn 
embark on global trips to places such as Nica-
ragua, Mali, India, Haiti, Malawi and Senegal 
to participate in cultural exchanges and live 
with host families, while they work with the 
local community to build new schools. Since 
2001, over one thousand students have trav-
eled to developing countries to help build over 
sixty schools. This global perspective and vol-
unteerism exemplifies the values of the 
buildOn program and its mission of, ‘‘Enhanc-
ing education and empowering youth in the 
U.S. to make a positive difference in their 
communities while helping people of devel-
oping countries increase their self-reliance 
through education.’’ 

Madam Speaker, in these challenging times, 
it is the work of dedicated volunteers like the 
students and staff of buildOn that brings hope 
to my local community and communities 
around the world. I look forward to the contin-
ued success of the Detroit Area buildOn chap-
ter in all of its future endeavors, as well as 
many more years of inspiring support for our 
community and communities around the world. 
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HONORING PHYLLIS WEBER 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 10, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Phyllis Weber upon her 
retirement as the Principal of El Portal School 
and Yosemite Park High School. After thirty- 
two years in education, Ms. Weber will be 
honored at a retirement party in El Portal, 
California on Thursday, June 10, 2010. 

Ms. Weber received her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in psychology from the University of 
Dayton in Ohio and her Master of Arts degree 
in environmental and outdoor education from 
San Francisco State University. After three 
years as an environmental investigator for the 
Environmental Protection Agency, she became 
an instructor for the Yosemite Institute starting 
in January 1976. The Yosemite Institute is one 
of the nation’s leading environmental edu-
cation organizations dedicated to bringing 

school age children to Yosemite where they 
have an opportunity to experience and learn 
about the majestic place. Ms. Weber became 
known as a dynamic naturalist and teacher 
who had an amazing ability to connect with 
her students, a trait that carried forward 
throughout her career. At the Yosemite Insti-
tute she also met Mr. Art Baggett, a fellow in-
structor, and now her husband of more than 
thirty years. 

In 1978, Ms. Weber began teaching first, 
second and third grades at El Portal Elemen-
tary School. She has also taught courses for 
a wilderness program for the Saratoga/Los 
Gatos High School District, winter ecology for 
Antioch College, mountain ecology for the Uni-
versity of California at Santa Cruz, Yosemite 
Natural History for the College of Marin and 
various college courses for the Yosemite Insti-
tute. 

As the principal of Yosemite National Park’s 
El Portal School and Yosemite Park High 
School since 2000, Ms. Weber has gracefully 
inspired teachers, staff and students to per-
form at high levels, as confirmed annually by 
the high test scores at the El Portal School. 
She has an uncanny ability to see the poten-
tial in her students and to draw them out in a 
way that helps them fulfill their potential. She 
has also developed a very positive reputation 
for her community through her school’s ability 
to communicate with, and educate, Spanish- 
speaking students while making them feel wel-
come and part of the community. 

Ms. Weber’s hallmark has been her enthu-
siasm to encourage new and innovative pro-
grams proposed by her teachers, students and 
parents and to actively seek creative ways to 
fund these programs. She has become a mas-
ter at working within school district budgets 
and has diligently travelled with the district of-
fice to Mariposa, Sacramento and Wash-
ington, D.C. to support her budget, as well as 
working closely with parents and the local 
community on fundraising and support. 

In addition to her professional endeavors, 
Ms. Weber has been very involved in public 
service and her family has been an integral 
part of the Yosemite community for several 
generations. As part of her public service, Ms. 
Weber was elected to the Board of Trustees 
for the Yosemite Natural History Association in 
November 1979 and she began her service on 
January 26, 1980. For the past thirty years 
she has served on the Board for the Yosemite 
Natural History Association, the Yosemite As-
sociation and now the Yosemite Conservancy, 
where she is currently the chair of the edu-
cation and programs committee. In this role, 
Ms. Weber and her family share their deep 
passion for Yosemite and Mariposa County. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Principal Phyllis Weber upon 
her retirement from El Portal School and Yo-
semite Park High School. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Ms. Weber 
many years of continued success. 
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HONORING STURGIS, MICHIGAN 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 10, 2010 

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay special tribute to the city of Sturgis, 
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